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Ruth Chapter1 n»

nnin “rest” or “resting place.” In this passage, this is referring to a resting place
that comes from the security of marriage. See notes for 1:8 in the Lesson
18 Ruth Pursuit.
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“if I should say, ‘I have (lit. ‘there is to me”) hope...”” “I have hope.” As we
noted previously, this has the sense of “even if | said | have hope,” or in
more casual English, “let’s pretend for a moment that | have hope.” So the
meaning from '3 to the end of the verse would convey an intensive,
conditional or concessive sense: “even if | had hope (which Naomi
obviously does not, given her “bitter” comments later in this chapter), and
even if | had a husband right now (which she does not), and even if I could
have sons (which she apparently cannot since she believes she is too
old)...”. We really feel Naomi’s desperation.
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