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axw  NIwc3fs - and she was left

-hireq+Daghesh+Qamets = Niphal; Tav preformative, no Sufformative =
3fs or 2ms, but the following pronoun x>z indicates a context of
3fs
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1 NI2fp - will you remain (i.e., sequestered) — tsere preceding a guttural
indicates compensatory lengthening caused by the guttural’s
rejection of a Dagesh Forte. If we “reverse engineer” this without a
guttural, we get back to ym, which is the Niphal Imperfect Pre for
strong verbs. This is the only occurrence of this verb in the Bible.
We expect a Dagesh Forte (representing the dropped 31) in the
sufformative, but it is absent (scholars aren’t sure why). VP of
Tsere and V1 of Qamets is enough to indicate as Niphal. Of
course, the v has rejected the Dagesh Forte from the assimilated 11
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map NI1cs - | will be buried Pre=gx can only be Niphal; the nun has
assimilated into a Dagesh Forte. This is an example of why we
start our parsing by identifying the Pre and only move to analyze
the Vs if we need to. Many stems share Vs = Tsere, but when we
unpack the Daghesh Forte, we get *1apax, which is unquestionably
Niphal. Unlike the n prefix in the Hiphil, which can drop (Lesson
30), the a1 prefix of the Niphal is ALWAYS present, either overtly
or as an assimilated Dagesh Forte (unless Ry is a Guttural or SQIN
eM LeVY).
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o1 Nlwc3fs - (she) was in an uproar/excited. This is the biconsonantal
nin, written defectively. This is more challenging as we lose the
“Tsere+Qamets” combination. However, working backward, we
can still see how Compensatory Lengthening changed this Pre
from pn. Cities are typically feminine. Since this verb has
Bethlehem as the subject, it is 3fs. In the 1G verb, the Vp of Hireq
lengthens to Tsere. The Holem+Vav is written defectively. Note
that this verb need not have a negative connotation such as
“uproar.” A neutral “Stirred,” or even an upbeat “excited,” or
“exuberant” all are valid. ESV renders this “the whole town was
stirred.”
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r in/at the beginning
harvest of (absolute form is 7°%p)



